Cycling Liaison meeting October 17th 2007

64 Rensburg Rd

Present: Gina, Geoffrey, Robert, Gerhard, Richard, Paul

Minutes

1) Whipps Cross roundabout – new slanting cross-roads design for the junction is being planned by the Council; Some land be taken from the flats by the Wood Street mouth. Plans have been delayed by key planners leaving the Council (B. Manku, T. Martin) Gina has been asked to provide the plans as soon as they are available even if they are early drafts. 

2) Snaresbrook Rd – snags such as 40mph speed limit and pole in cycle lane raised by Gerhard. Drawings passed to Gina from Gerhard. Discussion of lack of competence by borough planners clearly not following CRISP recommendations. We pointed out the need for a strategic look at quality control and proper management of planners and engineers within the Council. Paul suggested planners and engineers test out their work on a bike to bring home defects to them. We can write to Head of Planning. 

3) Dangerous bend on Forest Rd (by Lloyd Park). – Established that recent fatality was not likely to be connected with parked cars on bend. Gina had opposed siting of parking bays there but traders claim need for cars there due to new traffic management scheme in the area which restricts parking Can we show dangers ? Recent kerb build out is also a hazard.

4) Cycle lanes outside bus stops – raised issue of silly sharp angles out into traffic on approaches to bus stops etc; Same throughout London. Gerhard requested that the default should be that the outer edge of a cycle lane should be 3m from the centre line or reservation rather than a fixed distance from the left hand kerb. Some difference of opinion on path cyclists would take. All agreed the cycle lane outside parking bays on Lea Bridge Road north of Markhouse Corner was very good. 

5) Lea Bridge Rd cycle route - ramps on pavement left unfinished. Gina appalled and Council is endeavouring to get finished off. The contractor involved will not be used again. We suggested they should also not be paid. Paul asked for ramps to be cordoned off immediately. Work following the CRISP is progressing piecemeal. We agreed to Gina finding some way of allowing the on pavement cycle track to have less steep gradients at side roads (may not be our preferred solution).

6) Preparation for Hackney to Leytonstone route CRIM -  no one had detailed knowledge of the route. Can we find a regular commuter to attend the CRIM on 31st Oct with Robert ? The main issue to getting the Ruckholt Rd railway bridge rebuilt. We emphasized that Ruckholt Rd is the busiest cycle route in the borough now and that there is no east-west alternative for many people living in South Leyton, Leytonstone and Redbridge. 

8) Bike parking – considerable discussion on provision at supermarkets and sports centres. We suggested more stands should be put at entrance to Sainsbury’s in W. High St. 2 more going in by High St entrance of Selbourne Walk. Noted no stands at new Tesco Express – apparently Council cannot force developers to have them but only “seek” them. Gina has installed two new bike shelters at the Pool & Track and Cathall Leisure Centre. Shelter at Leyton Leisure Lagoon reckoned to be under utilised – Richard to check. 

9) Marsh Lane – Geoffrey pointed out that there has been a passage for vehicles from Orient Way to Marsh Lane this year without any consultation. Gina not aware but will investigate. 

10) One way streets – Four London boroughs are now using the new ‘except cycles’ sign for one way streets. We should write to Clyde Loakes asking him to approve WF to do this. New sign to be approved shortly by Dept for Transport. 

11) South Access Rd barrier – a new design with the cycle lane next to but not on the pavement is being drawn up. This was welcomed as a realistic compromise. We insisted that WFCC must see it before work starts. Gerhard reminded that new road markings were promised to make traffic exiting the waste centre give way; Will be done. 

12) Cycle count statistics – 93% increase since 1998 noted as encouraging. Manual counts changed from October each year to July in 06 and 07.  

13) Olympic route – Gina presented the outline of a cycle path from Lockwood Way parallel to Billet Rd, going over Forest Rd and under the railway west of Blackhorse Rd station, round edge of Douglas Eyre playing fields to Coppermill Lane. We welcomed this and hope there may be a short spur to get directly to Blackhorse Rd station. 
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