Waltham Forest Cycling Campaign

Minutes of meeting 12 January 2005

Present: Wendy; Geoffrey; Jan; Richard; Len; Ray; Tony; Lee

Apologies

Received from Robert, Victor and Claire

1. Minutes of last meeting

The minutes of the meeting of 8 December 2005 were agreed

2. Matters arising

2.1 Wendy had compiled an email list of members and sent out an introductory email. Around 83 members are happy to receive information on our activities by email. Many of the members on the April 2004 list have left the borough. 

2.2 The meeting reviewed the leaflet – amendments were made to the text – Lee will order 200 and it was agreed to get the two sides done on A3 paper which we will laminate and have for the stall.

2.3 The Bike Shed is to be free in perpetuity - £5 deposit will still be payable for the smartcard.

2.4 The council is exploring the transfer of funds from other budgets to improve lighting on Coppermill Lane. Gina is dealing with this. The matter would be raised at the Community Council meeting on the 17th of Jan. It was agreed to hold off doing a petition for the time being. [Since the meeting the council has agreed to fund the installation of lighting on Coppermill Lane]

2.5 Agreed to carry out a cycling parking survey in February – date to be set at next meeting. Possible areas are North Chingford. The meeting identified a need for more parking on the High Street, need Selbourne Walk playground, Orford Rd village area and outside the reference library.

2.6 Gerhard will write to Gina about getting details of cycle parking facilities included when the council advertises events. 

2.7 There are still no instructions for the BRS – Lee will contact Colin and try and organise something. Colin or Roo are usually on hand to explain the system they have in place.

3. Website

The meeting welcomed Ray Sefton who has volunteered to take over maintenance of the website. Gerhard to forward Bryn’s instructions to him – Wendy to ask Bryn if he will act as a point of contact for Ray if problems arise.

4. Council engineering dept issues

The main outstanding issue is South Access Rd barrier – council is waiting for some street furniture – we will keep lobbying on this.

5. Whipps Cross hospital

No further info received about the green travel promotion day – WW will put a leaflet up on the public information board when they’ve been reprinted.

6. Crisp for LCN9

This involves transport officers travelling LCN routes with cycling officers and LCC to plan improvements. LCN9 was due to be subject to this before Christmas but it was delayed – awaiting new date. At least one of us should go on this ride when date set. Possible volunteers are Robert, Len, Wendy.

7. Bike week 2005

Will be 11th – 19th June 2005 – meeting agreed to advertise our tea for cyclists in the green events leaflets (check that Victor and Lizzy are agreeable to us using their house again). We will discuss other BW events at the February meeting – GW will bring the list of what we did last year. 

8. Council grants

Wendy advised that we were out of time for applying for a grant from WFLBC in 2005/06. The meeting discussed the possibility of working up a bid for the next grant programme which will begin in June 2005. GW suggested identifying a disadvantaged estate and trying to promote cycling in the area – the group was divided on whether we could take on a project on our own in the light of our Bike-ability experience. In addition, the grant conditions specify the development of ‘environmental partnerships’ and the joint delivery of services. Wendy will send an email round that summarises the council’s priorities for grant applications and the matter will be considered at another meeting.

9. One way streets & traffic calming

No info on whether we had received a response to the Grove Rd comments in Robert’s absence. It appears that at least one of Somers Rd and Mansfield Rd might allow contra-flow cycling if they are turned into one-way streets. There are also proposals to turn Elmsdale Rd into a one-way street – this is a key cycling route so representations will be made about the implications for cyclists.

10. Events

-Community Council meeting 17th January (GW attending)

-Health of the borough debate, Thursday 20th January, 6:30pm Assembly Hall Forest Rd.

-Blackhorse Lane development meeting, Saturday 29th January (Gerhard & GW attending)

-Ride to Eltham Palace Sunday January 30th – meet 10am Walthamstow Library

-Ride to Waltham Abbey with Sustrans, Saturday 5th February, meet 11am 64 Rensburg Street E17. 

-9th February AGM at GW’s house – start 7:30 – bring a dish

-Ride to the Red House Sunday 27th February – more information to follow.

-Lee Valley hostel weekend 5-6th March – booked up but people can join us for day rides.

11. Bike Recyling Scheme

12th February - Geoffrey & Len

12th March - Gerhard & Wendy

9th April - Lee

12. Chairing meetings

February – Len

March – Robert

April – Wendy

13. AOB

GW reported that Lee Valley Park is looking at replacing the gate at the marina area with one of an improved design for cyclists.

