Waltham Forest Cycling Campaign

Minutes of Meeting 8 March 2006

1.
Present


Wendy, Geoffrey, Robert, Tony, Jan, Richard, Len, Matina, Victor

2. Apologies

Lee, Stefn, Ray, Gerhard

3. Minutes of the last meeting – 

Not available from Tony yet

4.
Matters arising

No minutes so no matters arising
5.
Campaigning

Local Elections: The local elections will take place on 5 May.  LCC has produced a manifesto which borough groups are invited to send to each of the local candidates or Agents.  Members were reminded to keep an eye out for hustings meetings and to make sure they attend if they get the opportunity.  Geoffrey would circulate the manifesto on email and members could send it to local candidates.  If they did and got a response this should be published on the website.

Illegal/poor driving: Simon (one of the emembers) had been lobbying Stella Creasy regarding a police crack down on cyclists on pavements etc when poor or illegal car driving was being ignored.  He recommended that every member should complain about illegal driving such as jumping red lights or stopping in ASLs or using mobile phones while driving so as to remind the police of the scale of the problem.  Geoffrey would circulate details of who members could complain to.

WFCC Flyer:  Members agreed that the give away flyer on the group should be reprinted for the Summer stalls and events.  It was also agreed that Geoffrey should investigate pricing of a give-away bookmark as well – Redbridge had produced one and we could perhaps follow their lead.

Training Needs: LCC was offering a training day for groups and wanted to know what training members would like.  It was agreed that we should ask for Media training, lobbying, running local groups and fundraising – although it was also noted that if we are to seek funding for the group then we should have a firm idea about what we want to spend it on!

Hackney Cycle Routes:  Geoffrey was going to attend the Hackney LCC mtg on Tuesday 4 April.  He was particularly concerned that Hackney council had not been lobbied vigorously enough about the upkeep of key strategic routes and failed to maintain their signs for cycle routes.  Other members were invited to attend the meeting was held from 7:30 onwards in the meeting room on the 1st floor of the Pub on The Park, London Fields.

Beaumont Estate: The Beaumont Estate was going to be redeveloped.  There was an opportunity to include some cycle facilities in the plans and Geoffrey would lobby the council to encourage these.

Borough Groups Forum:  Geoffrey attended the Borough Groups Forum.  The main points were that

· LCC would be changing to charitable status.  This would mean all the local groups would become charities too and this would require our constitution to be amended.  There would be an Extraordinary AGM of LCC to approve the change full details would appear in the next London Cyclist

· There was some discussion about proposed Green Routes to the Olympic village.  Sustrans were pushing hard for these on the basis that they would encourage more cyclists, but some coordinators were sceptical.  There was an LCC Olympics working group mtg on 14 March at the Princess of Wales.

· Tony asked if Legacy facilities would be provided following the Olympics especially given the impending move of the Eastway Cycle Track.  He hoped that a facility for cyclists and families to enjoy would be developed thanks to the Olympics.

Meeting with Gina:  The next meeting with Gina would be at the end of the month the time and date to be confirmed

6 Bike Recycling Scheme Rota

· March 11th Gerhard & Geoffrey 

· April 8th Victor and Robert

· 13 May Richard and Geoffrey

7.
Events and Rides

· Ideas for Bike week would be considered at the next meeting.
· Ride to wetland centre Barnes 26th March, meet 10am Walthamstow Library (Geoffrey leading)
· Ride to Woolwich Arsenal on 30th April, meet at Walthamstow Library 10am Geoffrey Leading
· Ride to Capel Manor 21st May, meet 10:30 Walthamstow Library (Robert leading) 
· Youth Hostel trip to the Malverns over the Easter Weekend (14 – 17 April) Adrian leading, places going fast!
8.
Chairing meetings rota


April Gerhard


May 10th Wendy

9.
AOB

Financial Report: Wendy gave a quick financial summary.  The group had £597.50 in the bank and had put in for its annual grant of £219.34 from LCC. This meant that the group had about £816 in all.  The main expenditure in the last year had been on the Banner, leaflets and hire of the Hornbeam for meetings at £10 a night.

Spring Hill Café redevelopment: There had been proposals to redevelop Spring Hill Café and the adjacent Rowing club into a sports and fitness centre.  Members agreed that unless handled sensitively this would be very bad.  Geoffrey had written to the developers about this.

Risk of mugging on Lea Valley: Members were reminded about the risk of muggings around the canal and especially down the Clapton Park/Hackney Marshes end.  Members discussed lobbying for increased police action and Wendy agreed to investigate the use of ASBO legislation against offenders if caught.

The CRIM/CRISP This process on Lea Bridge Road was still on going and a report was expected shortly.

Robert Vaughan
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