Minutes
Waltham Forest LCC Meeting 9 April 2008

Hornbeam Centre 458 Hoe Street E17

Present: Lee Polisensky, Tony Fincham, Gerhard Weiss, Wendy Wilson, Robert Vaughan, Ray Sefton, Paul Gasson, Len Welson, Clare Joy Simon Bartlett (LBWF Community Safety officer)

Apologies: Richard Vincent and Jan Kartun 

1.
Minutes of last meeting 

The minutes of the AGM on 12 March were agreed.

2.
Matters arising 

· One Way Systems – Gerhard was continuing to raise objections to one way systems which did include contra flow facilities.  His proposed alternative had been rejected and different design options were being considered.  However he was doubtful that the Council would seriously consider contra flows and generally just came up with the same excuse every time for not installing any.

· Whipps Cross Bike Users Group – in the absence of other volunteers willing to take this on Tony volunteered to continue Geoffrey’s work to promote cycling with Whipps Cross.  Robert agreed to provide contact details that Geoffrey had used.

· Parking at redevelopments.  Gerhard had objected to a development on Lea Bridge Road that did not have sufficient cycle parking.  This was being rectified by the planners.

· Website revamp.  The Revamp was going well.  It was agreed that the link to the test bed should be recirculated so that everyone could see progress.  Stephanie had drafted some frequently asked questions and Members were asked to come up at least one each.  It was agreed that a link to the Olympics site was worth keeping but that regular tours should not be advertised as this was incorrect.

3.
Guest speaker Simon Bartlett.  

Simon Bartlett from Waltham Forest Community Safety Unit attended to describe the SelectaMark kit which was a bike security registration system.  He wanted to investigate opportunities for the group to work with them to promote cycle safety and suggested that we might wish to use the kit during Bike week.  The group agreed this was a good idea and asked if a kit could be provided.  It would be offered as a service on all our stalls during the Summer and especially during Bike Week.  Gerhard agreed to collect the kit and Ray offered to provide members with some familiarisation in using it.  

Statistics on recorded pedal cycle theft are available from the Metropolitan Police Website.  During 2006/7 there were 366 cycles reported as stolen and 9 total detections of stolen bikes. The worst Borough for stolen cycles was Islington with 1682, whilst the Borough with the least number of cycle thefts was Bexley (115). See http://www.met.police.uk/crimestatistics/index.htm for further details.

4
Bike Week 

Clare from the Hornbeam attended to explain that the Hornbeam where proposing to put on a pre bike week Community Cycling Event as a feeder event for Bike Week.  The proposed date was Saturday 7 June.  The aim was to link cycling and health for families and others living in the Borough and to promote bike week events.  There would be some films, a cycling question time, food, Dr Bike (with the aid of the BRS) and a local Critical Mass event).  The day would run from 12 – 5 with films up until 7:30.  WFCC were invited to have an information stall and to assist in activities.  It was proposed to hold a family cycling event on the 8 June.  Post the meeting Paul who is involved in the local family cycling club has suggested 15 June which is the first Sunday in Bike Week as an alternative. 

It was agreed that we would provide a stall with the Selecta Mark kit available for bike marking and would also supply leaflets, maps and T shirts etc. Clare would liaise with Robert over the arrangements.

5
Other Bike week activities  

· There would be a cyclist tea on Thursday 12 June

· Stall in Walthamstow Town Centre on Saturday 14 June

· Family Bike Ride Sunday 15 June

· Cycling Breakfast ride on either Tuesday 17 June or Wednesday 18 June

· Evening Ride (to a pub/cafe) Thursday 19 June 

· Stall in Chingford (if enough volunteers to attend on Saturday 21 June

· Tour de Waltham Forest event (LBWF lead) on Sunday 22 June

It was agreed that so as to avoid some of the issues from the last Tour de WF we should liaise with the Lea Valley Cycling Club before hand and agree how rides would be managed.  One option would be for LVCC to lead the head of the ride and any WFCC riders to act as backstop for the slower cyclists.  It was agreed that registration should be better managed on this occasion so that inexperienced or very young cyclists did not get put into inappropriate rides.  Wendy agreed to write to Gina regarding issues that needed to be addressed for this year’s Tour De Waltham Forest to be successful. Since the meeting one of our members (Keith) who has contacts with LVCC has suggested that their coordinator contact me to discuss arrangements].

6
Bike recycling scheme

Lee had met with Chris and had agreed some ground rules for WFCC’s monthly drop in session at the BRS.  She would collect names to go on a new list for security (Robert, Richard, Gerhard, Len and Victor were suggested) and would write up the dos and don’ts agreed with Chris.  It was agreed that the drop in session should continue to be offered on the second Saturday of each month and that it should operate from 10am to 12 noon only.   Lee would confirm the list of do’s and don’ts and these would be circulated to members.

Since Geoffrey had left it was agreed that another Dr Bike would have to be identified if we were to offer this service at future stalls – Any members who think they can act as a Dr Bike and would like to help should contact Gerhard or Robert.

BRS rota: 


· 12 April – Wendy, Robert, Len 

· 10 May – Lee and Victor

· 14 June – Gerhard and another – volunteers needed

5. 
Events 

· 27 April ride to see Geoffrey and Susan in Hertford (train assisted at least part of way) Start at 9:45 at Tottenham Hale Rail station. We will catch the 10:09 train to Broxbourne and cycle from there to Hertford.  Geoffrey has agreed to offer us a cup of tea and a ride round some local villages we will aim for a 4pm train back.

· Saturday 7 June Community Cycling event 

· Thursday 12 June Cyclists Tea outside 5 Waterside Coppermill Lane.

· Bike week 14-22nd June – for full details see Bike Week Diary on Yahoo Group site.

6.
Chairs for future meetings

14 May 
Lee

11 June
Victor

8.
AOB

· Gerhard had attended a LCC Election manifesto workshop.  The workshop prepared a list of cycling issues to ask GLA candidates about.  This would be circulated.  It was agreed that Robert would draft a letter to candidates once the bullets were received.

· Wendy said that we were still waiting for our maintenance grant from LCC but this should arrive soon.

· Robert said that he had been approached by 1lesscar (http://1lesscar.org.uk/about.htm) a company selling hi vis gear for cyclists.  It was agreed that they should be invited to attend our next meeting to discuss their products.

· There was discussion of the proposal to change the station bikesheds to use a single card based on the library card.  Wendy raised concerns that this would reduce security by making the sheds accessible to practically anyone that had a library card or access to one.  It was agreed that members views would be sought and that the Council should be asked to consult more widely as the proposal might affect many more cyclists than just those that were members of WFCC.

9
Date of Next meeting

· The next meeting is on 14 May when Lee will be the chair.

Contact

Robert Vaughan

Waltham Forest Cycling Campaign

Roberte_vaughan@hotmail.com
13 March 2008

