Waltham Forest Cycling Campaign

Minutes 13 July 2005

1. Present: Ray, Gerhard, Geoffrey, Wendy, Jan, Richard, Len, Robert.

2. Apologies: Clare, Steffen, Lee, Susan, Richard (lateness still watching ZWP)

3. Minutes of last meeting: Minutes were agreed.

4. Matters arising not otherwise on the agenda:
· Overhanging vegetation Lea Bridge Road: No action had been taken to clear vegetation from the LBR underpass (by Orient Way) Gerhard was going to write/email LBWF about this.

· Cycle maintenance classes – update and clarification.  Following the meeting Wendy obtained an update as to how things are organised.  The BRS will be open on Saturdays from 10am to 4pm.  If WFCC want to open up before then only Geoffrey is a designated key holder so we need to get another key holder agreed and ratified by the security guards or Geoffrey will always have to be there or we move our start time to 10am.  We do probably need to have a back up because there might be other times when they cannot open up in the morning or that people are just late. Drop in cycle maintenance is from 1-3pm on the 2nd/3rd & 4th Saturdays of the month. On the first Saturday of the month the public can buy recycled bikes between 1-3pm. 

· Manor Rd/Park Rd cut through step on path: Agreed that WFCC should take up the absence of dropped kerbs on several cut-through with Gina.  Members asked to note and email Gerhard with details of any they find/know about

· Cycle racks at health centres – Robert to email PCTs to ask about cycle facilities was carried over to next mtg

5. Website update (Ray)
· London Olympic logo was put on just before the announcement.  Meeting agreed that this probably made more difference than Blair flying over there to press the flesh.

· Bike recycling schedule to be put on once confirmed what is happening (see above)

6. Engineering issues
· LCN9 Crisp: still no news on the CRISP process

7. Campaigns
· Pretoria Avenue traffic calming: No news yet carried over to next mtg

· Coppermill Lane: Lighting is in place not sure if it has been switched on yet.  Geoffrey to check.

· South Access Road: LBWF had written to Gerhard claiming that WFCC had been consulted on options and shown plans.  No one remembered seeing plans or agreeing to a shared path.  Agree that future meetings with LBWF should be properly minuted.

· Health campaign: No further developments

· Palmerston Road one-way systems: Council had written to Robert in response to our objection.  LBWF noted our concern about the absence of a contra flow facility for cyclists.  They were apparently “determined” to rectify this and were in discussions with TfL about how it could be done.  Agreed that we should write to them to see what progress was being made and to offer options of our own.  Robert to check LCC issues site for any comments on one way/point no entry solutions.

· Winns Avenue:  Local Member (Martin) had written to complain about the arrangements for traffic calming including the large number of one way streets proposed and the choice of speed cushions.  Robert wrote also to object on behalf of WFCC.  Awaiting response.

8. Bike week review: 
· Generally the cycling tea, stalls and Council Boat/Bike ride had been successful.  The Jazz evening ride was OK but the cycle to work event was a flop.  

· Agreed that group should focus on a small number of events (3 or 4 including stalls) next year rather than try to pack the week with events that are or limited/mixed success.

9. BRS rota
· Subject to confirmation of arrangements Rota agreed as follows

· August 13th Robert, Len and Richard

· September 10th Lee, Robert Steffen (?)

10. Events/rides
· Volunteers needed for stalls as follows:

· Sunday 17 July Green Fayre Aveling Park 12 – 5

· Sunday 14 August, Chingford Festival Ridgeway Park 

· Sunday 4 September Forest Festival (QE Hunting Lodge) 

· Sunday 18 September Car Free Day (Leytonstone) 

· Rides planned as follows:

· Sunday 31 July Epping and Ongar villages, Tube assisted starts at 10.30 Leytonstone Tube station Bus depot side (bring tube fare for Epping having lunch in Ongar)

· No Ride planned for August

· Ride for September and beyond to be planned in September

· Other events

· Sunday 17 July Roding Valley Nature Reserve Ride 11am Wanstead Station Contact: Gill James 020 8989 4898 - Mostly off-road ride up Roding Valley into Essex to visit Nature Reserve. Suit families with older Children. About 15 miles. Bring a picnic.

· 10 and 11 September Sustrans ride along Canal (looking for Marshals contact Geoffrey if you are interested

· Sunday 17 July – Bikeathon

11. Rota for chairing meetings
· August No meeting

· September: Robert 

· October: Len

· November: Gerhard

· December: Wendy

12. AOB
· Oi(?) Bike hire scheme Gerhard said that this scheme had been introduced in Ealing and West London. It allows you to hire out a bike for a fixed period and top up the hire using your credit card.  

· Leafleting at Anchor and Hope Pub on Lea Valley towpath. Robert reported that he and two members from Hackney LCC spent an hour leafleting cyclists on the Lea Valley towpath a couple of weeks ago.  This was to encourage them to go slow because of complaints received from local residents about accidents with children etc.  Most cyclists stopped and were receptive but some just flew past.  This is a serious issue locally and WF cyclists are generally blamed for the problem although there is no real evidence as to who the worst offenders are.  Hackney Council are likely to install a barrier of some form to slow down cyclists in any case. Agreed that we should seek to do an evening leafleting perhaps later in the summer.

