Waltham Forest Cycling Campaign

Minutes 12 October 2005

1. Present: Ray, Gerhard, Geoffrey, Steffen, Tony, Jan, Richard, Len, Robert, Adrian.

2. Apologies: Claire, Wendy, Lee,

3. Minutes of last meeting: Not available due to clerical error.

4. Matters Arising: not discussed (see above)

5. News
· Coppermill Lane Lighting: The lights have been switched on.  Lighting for under the bridge is to be provided in the future.  Group agreed that we should press for lighting along the Marina Path from Springfield Bridge.

· SilverLink Bike Ban – SilverLink have introduced a bike ban for peak times and certain stations on the Gospel Oak Barking Line.  This was without consultation with LCC or the train user group who have opposed the bike ban.  The ban may be declared illegal as SilverLink failed to advertise it in their timetables.  TfL had retendered the franchise but with no interest shown Silverlink have been asked to continue for now.  They therefore have no incentive to upgrade provision.  Geoffrey is to write to TfL to complain about the lack of investment in this line and the need to provide for cyclists
· Leytonstone shed. There had been some thefts from this bike shed but the culprit had been identified through the access card and apprehended. The local taxi firm was not supporting the scheme anymore so cards were now available from the One Stop Shop in the Library.  Gerhard suggested that there should be a single card for both bikesheds this would become more pressing if more sheds were introduced.  Steffen offered to leaflet Leytonstone Station to promote the shed and WFCC.
· Marsh Lane Route Signage – Geoffrey was going to press for signage to be provided for a quiet route from Upper Leytonstone to Marsh Lane Footbridge.

· Greenlinks working group: Adrian and Tony indicated that they would be willing to get involved in this group that would look at greenlinks and other spin offs from the Olympics.

6. Campaign News

· Whipps Cross Hospital:  Geoffrey had had a more positive response to a recent letter to Whipps Cross Hospital.  He would continue to pursue this to improve facilities at the hospital taking advantage of the Choose Health initiative that the Government was promoting.
· Queens Road and other traffic calming proposals:  No response received from Council on our consultation.  Robert agreed to email to ask what was going on.  
· Gerhard was to respond on a recent consultation about a Safer Routes to School plan in Pretoria Road.  This involved one-way systems and would make travel through the area difficult for cycles.
· Local Implementation Plan:  The Councils Local Implementation Plan (LIP) was available on the Website for downloading and would be discussed at the forthcoming Transport Conference.
· Lea Bridge Road cycle path: It was agreed that this path is in serious need of repair.  It was the most heavily used cycle route in the borough and was in need of complete resurfacing or almost starting again
· Planning and UDP: Gerhard had objected to two planning applications on the basis that they had no provision for cyclists.  He suggested that WFCC should write to the Council to ask that these be made a standard requirement of planning application notices.  Gerhard agreed to speak to Simon Wright.

· Chalk Bridge: The group agreed that it should press for this crossing point of the Lea Navigation etc to be reopened.  He proposed that we should have a publicity stunt to raise the profile and he would arrange a date provided there was sufficient interest.
· Library Display: Gerhard agreed to collate material for a display in the Central Library it was also agreed that the display should be moved round other Libraries in the Borough.
7. Website update
· Ray said he was tidying up the news pages of the website and proposed that some material should be archived.  

· It was agreed that the Borough News sent to the Magazine should be put on the Website as well.  Wendy would be asked to copy these to Ray for putting on the Website at the same time as she sends them to the LC magazine. 

· Geoffrey agreed to update the achievements page of the website and send this to Ray.

8. Events: 
· 16 October LBWF would be holding a Transport Conference - Geoffrey and Gerhard would attend.  

· 30 October Train assisted Ride to Broxbourne Paradise Wildlife Park start 10am meet outside the Coppermill Lane Pub.

· 13 November Cycle Maintenance Workshop – Therese the mechanic at BRS had agreed to do a workshop from 10:30 to 4pm.  A small charge would be made. Those with an interest should contact Geoffrey for details.

· 27 November Ride to London Transport Museum Covent Garden.  Start 10:30 at Walthamstow Central Library.

· 10 December:  Cycling Santa’s Meet 12 Noon 16 Abbots Park Road (Tony Fincham residence). Robert agreed to ask the local paper if they would provide a photographer.  Supported charity would be Whizz Kids!

9. BRS rota
· 12 November Gerhard and Steffen

· December?

10. Events/rides
11. Rota for chairing meetings
· 9 November: Gerhard

· 14 December: Wendy (Adrian also volunteered for this)

12. AOB
· Group agreed to hold a slideshow of the year on 19 November venue to be confirmed.

· Gerhard mentioned a survey carried out by Camden CC of St Pancras Way and suggested that we should follow this approach if we did surveys in the future.  One candidate for this could be the Ruckholt Road Junction.

· Tony mentioned changes to company law that allowed community and private companies to operate in partnership schemes.  This would allow Ditchfields (for eg) to team up with WFCC to promote cycling in the Borough and then LCC could apply for grants etc to support this.  He agreed to bring further information to the next meeting.

· The postponed meeting with Gina Harkell would hopefully take place on Wednesday 2 November at Geoffrey’s house.

Robert Vaughan

23 October 2005

