Waltham Forest Cycling Campaign

Minutes of meeting 11 October 2006
1. Present

· Matina, Gerhard, Richard, Robert, Tony, Victor, Wendy

2. Apologies

· Geoffrey, Jan

3. Matters arising:

Date for meeting with Gina to be confirmed (GW)

Tony to email people attending the cyclist tea and car free day

4. Women’s cycling initiative

· The idea is to design a information pack to encourage more women to cycle. Questions are:

· Funding (community grants?)

· What is the focus of the campaign (other than the obvious personal safety)?

· Where would the leaflets be available?

· Lee and Wendy should handle this. Lee is away until the 25th October. Wendy to contact Geoffrey about details.

5. Review of summer cycling events

· CYCLIST TEA: has been very successful; 30+ email addresses collected; it was agreed that we should hold it next year again; Victor suggested to use a laptop computer to collect email addresses

· BIKE WEEK: It was felt that we may be trying too many events. We should maybe concentrate on one ride, the tea and a couple of stalls. Overall planning should start earlier to get promotional material in time (e.g. feature on the Bike Week website).

· CAR FREE DAY: It has been a great event and a very busy stall.  The weather as well as the raffle probably helped attract many people. Collection of email didn’t work so well as people preferred to just give their phone number. The winner of the bike was very happy and took it away – in his car…

· KELVEDON HATCH: It is a very good destination and the weather was good as well. Unfortunately two riders dropped out at the first hill from the station and another at the Hatch. It was agreed to include a comment on the difficulty of the ride in the adverts. It would have to be balanced so to be informative but not to scare people off.

· WILLOW COTTAGE RIDE: “All’s well that ends well” Very nice ride and a good performance. Two people struggled with hills. It wasn’t as well advertised.

· GREEN FAIRE: Good event; interesting contact is: cycledoctor.co.uk

6. Website

· Matina sent pictures to be put on

· Ray should be at the next meeting for more information

· New design should be finished by now

7. Borough news in ‘London Cyclist’

· Problems are: awkward deadlines and mostly nothing particularly interesting to say. Wendy to double-check deadlines.

8. Items to discuss with Gina

· Chalk bridge

· Walthamstow Central shed: Wendy was locked in -> there should be an ‘override’ button in case3 the sensor is not working. There is less space if locks are left open. Locks should be closed or replaced with Sheffield stands. The problem of poor maintenance has been raised as well.

· Tottenham Marshes: the gates are impossible to negotiate with a bike

· Missing signs

· Grant for women’s cycling initiative

· South Access Road barrier: nothing has happened since the site meeting

· Parking on the High Street side of The Mall

· Stop line at Lammas Road (Lea Bridge road)

9. Events/rides

· Cycling Santas: 9 December, Tony’s house at noon

· The old Bicycle Co, 22 or 29 December; train assisted ride to Essex near Braintree

· LCC AGM: City Hall, Wednesday, 22 November

· Christmas Dinner: 15 December at The windmill (Walthamstow High Street) Victor to book

10. BRS rota

· 14 October: Richard, Geoffrey

· 11 November: Gerhard

· 9 December: tbc

11. Chair rota

· 8 November: Robert

· 13 December: Wendy

12. AOB

