Waltham Forest Cycling Campaign

Minutes of meeting 10 October 2007

Present: Wendy Wilson; Geoffrey Whittington; Tony Fincham; Robert Vaughan; Richard Vincent; Jan Kartun; Gerhard Weiss; David Wright; Patrick Baughan and Paul Gasson.

Apologies: Ray Sefton; Lee Polisensky; Len Welson; Claire Forde.
1. Minutes of last meeting – the minutes of the 12 September meeting were agreed.

2. Matters arising

· BRS – Lee had still not had any contact from Colin of the BRS confirming the instructions she had sent to him.  It was agreed that Lee should in any case circulate the details to the rest of the committee so that everyone had these and that Colin should be asked again to confirm the details and to put the instructions on display at the BRS. 

· Freewheel and Tour de France:  The Freewheel event was very successful with nearly 50 cyclists going from Walthamstow to the Victoria Park start point.  Money for leading rides was to be sent to LCC for distribution and Wendy would have to chase Charlie Lloyd for this. 

· The Yahoo account was now running and members should be reminded/encouraged to sign up to the account so that they could get regular updates of activities.  This did mean having a Yahoo account but this was free and took no time at all to set up.  

· T-shirts are still available at £10 each anyone interested in purchasing one should contact Robert Vaughan at 020 85208858 or roberte_vaughan@hotmail.com 

· Whipps Cross Roundabout – Robert had written to TfL to ask for further information as to why they supported a signalised roundabout rather than a T junction which was generally accepted as being the better option by cyclists and the council even if seemingly more expensive to install.  IT was understood that the Council had come up with an alternative design.  This would be discussed with Gina Harkell at the Council Liaison meeting on Wednesday 17 October.

3. Campaigns 

The next Cycling Officer Liaison meeting with Gina Harkell would take place at 8pm on Wednesday 17 October at 64 Rensburg Road, Walthamstow.  Items for discussion included: Snaresbrooke Road, Whipps Cross Roundabout, Cycle lane standards, cycle parking availability (especially at new developments) maintenance and vegetation control and the forth coming CRIM report (see below)

CRIM (cycle Route inspection meeting) 31 October: Robert would be attending an inspection of the London Cycling Network + (LCN+) links 205 and 206 on 31 October starting at 9.15 at the junction of Ruckholt Road and Quartermile Road.  Anyone with comments or concerns on these links (205 is Ruckholt Road/Grove Green Road/Green-Man Roundabout and 206 is down Leytonstone High Road to the Newham Boundry) should email them to Robert asap.  The Ruckholt Road Asda turn off was highlighted as a particular concern.

Whipps Cross Hospital: Geoffrey was attending a meeting on 22 October to set up a Bike User Group at the Hospital.  Terms of reference had been drawn up and would be agreed at the meeting.  

4.  Future Rides and events
Following the suggestion of several members who attended rides, it was agreed that as much information should be provided on future rides as was practical.  In particular the website should include the start time and location; contact details for the person organising the ride; details of the route and destination including if it was train assisted and entrance fees etc if known; lunch arrangements; and the length and level of difficulty of the route.  

28.10.07 – Richard Vincent is leading a ride to Sutton House Hackney and to the Geffrey’s House Museum Shoreditch.  The ride will start at 11:30am on Sunday 28 October from Walthamstow Central Library going to Sutton House first (admission £2.70) Lunch can be had at Sutton House or on the way to Geffrey’s Museum (admission £2.00 – it also has a very good restaurant) – The ride is very gentle and goes through parkland and quiet roads. Further details are provided on the website or contact Richard Vincent on 07780715262.

25.11.07 Geoffrey will be leading a ride to Hampstead Village full details will follow after the November meeting

8.12.07 Cycling Santas – will take in Wanstead Park Victorian Christmas Fayre

It was agreed that the website would also promote the Walthamstow Family Cycling Club which Paul was involved with.

The Christmas meal

Jan agreed to organise the Christmas meal it would take place on Friday 14 December. Location to be confirmed.

5.BRS rota

13/10 Richard and Jan

10/11 Robert/Lee/Richard

8/12 Victor?/Robert

6. Chairing meetings

14/11 Tony

12/12 Robert

AOB

A cycle count in the Borough had shown that cycling had increased by about 80% since 1998 (from 1819 to 3504) full details are attached below.

It was noted that the new London cyclist maps were now available 

CYCLE COUNTS IN LB WALTHAM FOREST – EXCERPT FROM LIP

Since 1998 the Council has been undertaking screen line counts along the North Circular Road and the River Lea.  There are other roads in the borough with much heavier cycle use but they are not on the screenline so have not been included.  The following 7am-7pm counts undertaken in 2007 show a major increase since 1998:

	
	1998
	2002
	   2006
	2007

	North Circular Rd


	
	
	
	

	Hall Lane
	69
	92
	98
	74

	Billet underpass
	335
	312
	309
	324

	Wadham Road
	85
	92
	212
	221

	Hale End Road
	64
	82
	101
	61

	Woodford New Road
	85
	78
	161
	187

	River Lea 


	
	
	
	

	Sewardstone/Lee Valley Rd.


	76
	61
	243
	262

	Forest Rd/Blackhorse Road
	183
	399
	376
	417

	Coppermill Lane/Springfield Marina   (traffic-free route through Lee Valley)
	198
	181
	431
	444

	Lea Bridge Road
	395
	652
	634
	677

	Ruckholt Road
	329
	284
	764
	837

	                                      Total
	1819
	2233
	3329
	3504


These most recent counts from 1998 – 2007 show a 93% increase over the 9 year period.

The Mayor’s target of increasing the number of bike trips by 80% between 2001 and 2010 looks likely to be surpassed.

