Waltham Forest Cycling Campaign

Minutes 14 December 2005

Present: Richard, Ray, Lee, Adrian (chair), Gerhard, Tony, Geoffrey, Len, Robert, Mat Nimmo (Blackhorse Road Development)

Apologies: Wendy, Jan
Minutes of the last meeting: These were agreed

Blackhorse Road Regeneration Project

1) Matthew Nimmo from the Blackhorse Road Regeneration Team gave a short presentation on the proposed options for regenerating this area.  There are three options each one progressively more extensive than the last.  The first involves some redevelopment and rezoning with limited improved access to the Lee Valley.  The second more extensive rezoning with more access to Lee Valley.  The third was the most cycle friendly with significant redevelopment including parkland etc, along with improved cycle links.  The regeneration would work through the Council rezoning areas from industrial use into commercial/residential and then inviting property developers to make proposals.  

2) For cyclists there were some benefits for example improved cycle facilities at Blackhorse Rd tube and much improved access to Lee Valley.  But there was the down side that the cycle light at Blackhorse Road would be lost and that the junction at Blackhorse Rd would remain as busy as ever.  Matthew was urged to consider some car free or very low car use developments and also bike friendly developments.  All members were urged to write to the Regeneration Team with views on the Project by 23 December.  

3) Following consultation a final option will be chosen and more detailed planning guidelines drawn up and consulted upon before invitations to tender are put out.  The whole process would take several years to complete.

Campaign items

1) The Lea Bridge Road route CRIM (Cycle Route Implementation Meeting) would take place on Tuesday 20 December.  Starting at 10am at the Waterworks Centre on Lea Bridge Road.  Geoffrey would be attending and would email the list to see if anyone had any views on what improvements should be sought.  As a minimum we would ask for all the major junctions to be made cycle friendly and also the drop kerbs smoothed out along the pavement section between the bridge at Orient Way and the Princess of Wales. 

2) LCC Olympics Working Group:  Richard and Adrian volunteered to attend this working group.  Geoffrey to email Adrian with details and Adrian to circulate.

3) Marsh Lane.  No progress had been made with installing ramps at the footbridge.  Also signs had not gone up to mark the route from Leytonstone.  It was thought that LBWF was delaying with the excuse that there was no return route because of the one way on Park Road.  It was agreed that we should press for signs East-West regardless and then tackle the return problems afterwards.

4) Queens Road and Grove Road twenty mph zones:  Apparently all these zones have a two year period for addressing snags. Richard and Robert agreed to check the Grove Road scheme and to report any improvements needed.  Members should report any problems to Robert and we will send the list onto the Council.

5) Green Man/Bush Road Changes.  The Green Man Roundabout is being remodelled at the entrance to Leytonstone High Road.  The pedestrian and bike crossing points will be changed to staggered junctions with no straight through crossing for cyclists.  This meant that cyclists would have to dismount or take a detour if they wished to cross the junction. Geoffrey agreed to write to the Council opposing these changes.

6) Library Display: Gerhard demonstrated his proposals for a portable library display.  It was agreed that reports on rides and other activities should be sent to Gerhard for him to collate and to prepare the display.  The display should include forthcoming events, a short potted history of the group and some facts and figures about cycling either in WF or more generally as well as other news and information on cycling in Waltham Forest.

7) Website: It was agreed that a history page should be set up for the Website. Ray would scan the back issues of newsletters and put them on the site.  It was also agreed that Ray could modify the layout of the site and the web software used if this would improve the layout and usability.

News

1) Extra trains had been included on the Gospel Oak line and the bike ban had been quietly lifted.  

2) Geoffrey had had a response to his complaint about street services from LBWF.  Cllr Blunt had agreed to take the matter up with the Street Services Director and would let GW know the outcome.  All members were encouraged to bombard wfdirect@lbwf.gov.uk with complaints about potholes etc to make the point that it was a very slow service. 

3) Geoffrey had received a copy of the Whipps Cross Hospital Travel Plan to which he would be responding.  

4) Geoffrey had written to Hackney Council regarding poor signage on some key routes into London.  It was agreed that Hackney LCC should be asked to take this matter up with the Council as newcomers and people passing through Hackney need to know where key LCN routes where.

5)  The Maintenance Training on 13 Nov went very well, 6 members attended.  Further sessions would be planned for the spring and during Bike week.  Geoffrey to liase with Theresa about dates.

Events 

·  Hackney Burns Night would take place on 28 Jan at St Abbeny’s school, Hackney.

·  The January ride would be on the 29 Jan going into Soho for the Chinese New Year.  Richard and/or Robert would lead starting at the Library from 10am

· AGM - February This would take place on the 10 February.  The venue was to be confirmed but would be at a member’s house.

· The February ride would take place on Sunday 26 Feb.  This would be a ride to an Art Gallery in town and would be organised by Tony(?).  Start time would be 10am.

AOB 

There was no AOB

Robert Vaughan
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