Waltham Forest Cycling Campaign

Minutes of meeting 12 December 2007

Present: Geoffrey Whittington, Tony Fincham, Robert Vaughan (chair), Gerhard Weiss, Ray Sefton Lee Polizensky, Trevor Parsons (guest from Hackney LCC for item 3)

Apologies: Wendy Wilson, Victor Fuller Paul Gasson
1. Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of the 14 November 2007 meeting were agreed.
2. Matters arising

2.1. Selborne Road.  – Gerhard had written to the Council with comments on the proposed plans these had been uploaded to the yahoo group for information. This item was cleared.

2.2.  One way Systems Gerhard was still to write to the Council under FOI to ask them how many one way systems had been installed since their last UDP and how many of these included a contra flow facility.

2.3. CRIM LCN+ routes 205/206: Robert agreed to put the draft minutes on the Yahoo Group.  A Meeting was planned to discuss the report but no date had been set as yet.

2.4. Whipps Cross Hospital BUG – first meeting had been postponed but a further one was planned.

3. Lea Bridge Road (west from Orient Way)

3.1. Trevor Parsons from Hackney LCC attended to propose that Waltham Forest and Hackney work together to overcome any conflicts between bus drivers and cyclists using the carriageway/buslane on Lea Bridge Road.  He and Gerhard had experienced some harassment/intimidation from bus drivers.  The facility on the pavement here was considered to be below standard and not of consistent quality especially going eastbound.  It was suggested that the groups should write jointly to the local bus garage to explain the situation and to clarify that the highway code did not require cyclists to use segregated facilities and that they could cycle in the carriageway if this was preferred.  It was thought that a letter and perhaps a photo opportunity might help to build bridges with bus drivers rather than be confrontational.  The delay introduced by having to travel behind a cyclists was not significant in any case and cyclists did have the right to use the bus-lane. 

3.2. There was some discussion of the pavement facility and whilst it was agreed that this had some elements that needed repair or improvement it was thought to be a useful facility.  It was suggested that the segregation should be changed to shared use to increase the carriageway available to cyclists.  It was also thought that this would reduce the likelyhood of conflict with pedestrians and encourage lower speeds.  However given the large number of cyclists using this facility it was agreed that the group should not pursue any changes until a survey of views had been carried out.  It was also agreed that guidelines on shared use and segregation should be checked to clarify if a shared use facility was appropriate.  The maintenance issues would be pursued with Gina and WFdirect.  Trevor and Gerhard agreed to liaise over a draft letter to the Bus Garage.

4. Campaigns etc

4.1. Geoffrey was campaigning to replace what was left of the metal gates on the Marina side of Coppermill Lane with a better design which allowed safer access for cyclists and also to have the surfacing upgraded at the gates.

4.2. Website there had been no developments it was suggested that we should approach David Wright to see if he was willing to help out improving or developing the website with Ray. 

5. Bike Recycling Scheme

5.1. 12 January Lee and Gerhard

5.2. 9 February Robert (also ask if Richard or Victor could help out)

5.3. March – no volunteers as yet. 

6. Chair of next meeting

6.1. 9 January Wendy

6.2. 13 February Gerhard

6.3. 14 March Tony (and Annual General Meeting)

7. Rides 

7.1. 27 January – no one available to lead a ride 

7.2. 24 February Robert to Lead a ride to Covenant Garden and London Transport Museum.

7.3. 30 March possible ride to see Geoffrey and Susan in Hertfordshire.

8. Any Other Business

8.1. Geoffrey after being quiet throughout the meeting revealed that he and Susan would be leaving Waltham Forest to live in Hertfordshire.  They had sold their house so it was too late to change their mind.  After recovering from the shock the chair and all the meeting agreed that we should record a vote of thanks to Geoffrey for all his hard work and dedication throughout the 10 years he had volunteered for the Cycling Campaign.  We all agreed that without his determination and solid support the group would not have continued as well as it had.  We also agreed that despite his and Susan’s leaving we should take the opportunity whenever possible to visit them in Hertfordshire and pester them for tea and cakes.

9. Next meeting

9.1. Wednesday 9 January Wendy to Chair.

Robert Vaughan

6 Grosvenor Park Road.

Join the WFCC yahoo group for regular reminders about meetings and events and updates about campaigns.  Go to http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/walthamforestcycling/
