Minutes of WFCC meeting on 10 December 2008, Hornbeam, 458 Hoe Street E17.

Present:  Gerhard Weiss (chair), Tony Fincham, Paul Gasson, Ray Sefton, Robert Vaughan, Jan Kartun, Adrian Frost, Richard Vincent

Apologies: Simon Monk, Wendy Wilson, Lee Polisensky

1
Minutes of last meeting 12 November 2008

These were agreed subject to Lee’s name being amended from “Leigh” to “Lee”

2
Matters Arising

Brainstorming Next steps: Noted that brainstorming exercise might not be representative of group as a whole or cyclists in Waltham Forest.  Discussed how we could broaden input into the process though repeating it with others eg on rides or other events.  Also putting an accessible version on the website.

Action: Paul would pull out some highlights that could be taken forward in short to medium term as well as one or two bigger picture issues

Group should repeat the exercise with a larger group through a ride based event in the Spring.

Cycle Audit: Wendy was preparing a letter to send to Councillors highlighting the lack of strategic coordination and management of street maintenance in the Borough.  Gerhard suggested that Google maps could be used to pin-point where repairs were needed and these could be tracked more effectively with the Council.  He offered to speak to Gina to see if she was interested in this.  There were some issues about ensuring it was effective as a feedback loop on repairs and that action was taken by the council if repairs were logged.

Blackhorse Lane Development: Gerhard had written to the Developers to complain that the groups comments regarding the right turn facility had been misrepresented.  The Developers had written back accepting this and apologising for misusing our comments.  Gerhard was concerned that the developers appeared to have no grasp of the needs of cyclists on the highway and that the junction changes would not benefit cyclists.  There was also an absence of cycle parking facilities around the junction and thought that shop owners might have an interest in encouraging cycle parking to get more trade.

Action:  Gerhard to circulate an idea to promote cycling with local shops.

3
Planners on Bikes

It was noted that Simon was making good progress on this project.  He had managed to speak to most councillors with an interest but we had not been successful in contacting Clyde Loakes as yet.  Paul thought the draft letter needed to be more punchy and agreed to make some suggestions to shorten it. It was agreed that we also needed to have a pithy name for the project and we should conduct a short brainstorming exercise in the Drum to come up with something suitable.

Action: Paul to shorten letter in discussion with Simon; Robert to try and contact Matt to see if he can contact Clyde; Group to brainstorm names in the pub (see separately email).

4
Other Campaign News and the LCC AGM

Gerhard gave a report back on the LCC AGM which celebrated 30 years of the LCC.  There was also a presentation by the Mayor’s transport advisor,  references were made to bendy buses, guardrails and PTWs in bus lanes.  It was noted that there were no WF bus lanes involved in the pilot but there was a risk that PTWs would use bus lanes in any case.  Members were asked to ensure that the reported to LCC both the positive and negative aspects of their experience of cycling in bus lanes used by PTWs

5
Feedback from Events

Cycling Santa’s was a great success with 20 or so riders.  So far £500 had been raised for Whizz Kids.  No photographer turned up from the local paper but it was agreed that someone should send in some photos in any case.

The ride to Hogs hill cycle track was not well attended (apart from Gerhard no one turned up).  However it was thought that the venue was very good and that a ride should be organised for there in the spring.

6
Forthcoming events

19 December Christmas meal at Elche Restaurant in Leytonstone High Road.  Start was 8pm.  If you want to attend, contact Gerhard. Further details of the restaurant can be found at http://www.elcherestaurant.co.uk/
28 December: Ride to the Barbican to see either an exhibition or a Mozart concert.  Leave Walthamstow Central Library at 1pm  The concert is at 3pm. Further details of what’s on ar at: http://www.barbican.org.uk/music/event-detail.asp?ID=7817 also showing is the Bicycle Thieves http://www.barbican.org.uk/film/event-detail.asp?ID=8322 if Mozart doesn’t grab you.

25 January 2009: Ride to the Docklands Museum West India Quay. Ride along the canals to visit this local museum.  Start at 10am from Walthamstow Central Library.  For further information on the museum go to: http://www.museumindocklands.org.uk/English/
Other rides and events: It was agreed that we should also provide links to Redbrige Rides and events at http://www.redbridgelcc.org.uk/news/diary.shtml
7
Bike Recycling Scheme Rota

13/12/08: Gerhard

10/01/09 Len and Robert

8
Date of Next meeting

15/01/2009.  Gerhard to chair.

Robert Vaughan

14 December 2008

